
 Watch your spelling and grammar—even on social media. 

Perception is reality, so you want to be taken seriously as a 

writer wherever your words can be read. This means no more 

of the following: 

• lowercase i when I is used as a standalone word and/or at 

the beginning of a sentence 

• misusing your: Your = belonging to and you’re = you are 

• mistaking then for than—You have more coffee than her, 

not then her 

 Make your writing time a priority. If you are an early bird, set 

aside time to write every morning. If you are a night owl, set 

aside time to write every evening. Fight “Resistance,” the urge 

to put off or avoid writing because of fatigue, guilt, anxiety, etc. 

Read more about the concept of Resistance in Steven 

Pressfield’s book The War of Art: Break Through the Blocks 

and Win Your Inner Creative Battles 

 Stop comparing yourself to other writers. Your first book is 

not likely to be as easy to write as the next person’s fifteenth 

book. Your new writer-themed Instagram page isn’t going to 

have thousands of followers right after you start becoming 

serious about building your author platform. Excellence takes 

time and experience. Read that again. 

 Self-edit your work prior to sending to an editor. The more 

work they have to do, the more some editors will charge you, 

so go ahead and click that spellcheck, make edits your Beta 

Readers point out, and comb through your entire document 

for punctuation mistakes spellcheck may have missed. 

 Stay curious. Read, take a walk, listen to music, watch movies, 

do all the things that inspire your writing ideas and/or can help 

you work out your story’s plot. Learning from the work of 

other artists and simple acts of self-care can have a profound 

affect on your writing. 

Five Things You Can Do RIGHT NOW 

to Become a Better Writer 

haintbluepublishingcompany.com Copyright © 2020 Indie Writers University, a division of Haint Blue Publishing Company, LLC 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

https://www.amazon.com/War-Art-Through-Creative-Battles/dp/1936891026/
https://www.amazon.com/War-Art-Through-Creative-Battles/dp/1936891026/
https://www.haintbluepublishingcompany.com/

